
FOR FREE ACCESS TO ACADEMIC AND SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH LITERATURE

The University of Liege is developing a strong 
proactive policy in terms of free access to research 
literature, in other words making it available on the 
Internet at no cost so that it is accessible to all, whilst 
respecting the author or its rights holders, with no 
legal, technical or financial barrier other than those 
inherent to Internet access and use (BOAI 2002).

 › ORBi orbi.ulg.ac.be
 › PoPuPS popups.ulg.ac.be

ULg ♥
open access
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COPYRIGHT V. AUTHOR’S RIGHTS

‘Do I have the right to place on an open archive an article I 
have published elsewhere, and whose publisher is offering 
a version which must be paid for ?’

 › Check the contract concluded with the publisher. Have 
you ceded or retained copyright ?

 › Consult the publisher’s policy on their website or on  
sherpa.ac.uk/romeo or heloise.ccsd.cnrs.fr

 › 75% of publishers authorize the depositing of a ver-
sion of the articles they publish on an open archive.

KEEP A CRITICAL MIND!

 › Do not unilaterally give up all your rights
 › Don’t be afraid to negotiate your publication contract
 ›  Suggest inserting a clause in the contract permitting 

depositing on an open archive
 ›  When you publish in an Open Access journal pay  

attention to the license you sign and what it allows or 
forbids. Creative Commons licenses allow authors to 
choose what use of their work they authorize

DO YOU NEED HELP ?

 › You will find standard model letters to contact publi-
shers and numerous tools with the help of ORBi

 › More information about Creative Commons licenses can 
be found on  creativecommons.org/licenses

For any additional information
contact the ORBi team

orbi@misc.ulg.ac.be
orbi.ulg.ac.be

  @ORBi_ULg

ULg Library
 lib.ulg.ac.be

   @ULgLibrary

Director : Paul Thirion

You can also put your questions 
concerning legal matters to the 
ORBi team, which will pass them 
onto the legal advisor of ULg 
Library 



Since 2008, thanks to a vigorous institutional man-
date, only the publications logged on ORBi are taken 
into account for every internal evaluation procedure 
and every request for credit made to the ULg or to the 
F.R.S.-FNRS

ALL THAT GLISTERS IS NOT GOLD

The Gold Road offers direct publication in Open Access 
journals and books.

The Gold Road is represented at the ULg by the publica-
tion and dissemination portal for academic and scientific 
research journals, PoPuPS.

popups.ulg.ac.be

How is the Gold Road funded ? 
 › The establishment of a platform subsidized by an orga-

nization or an institution (such as PoPuPS)
 › Freemium : access to the articles is free of charge, and 

only the related services must be paid for
 › Paid subscription to an Open Access journal distribution 

platform (such as PeerJ)
 › Reversed model : it is the author (and not the reader) 

who pays. The ULg does not endorse the explosion of 
costs which this type of Gold access at times incurs

THE GUARANTEES OF QUALITY

For the Green Road

These are versions of documents published elsewhere. 
The finished nature of the shared document can be :
 › before  peer reviewing (preprint)
 › after peer reviewing (author’s or publisher’s post print). 

The text is thus of the same quality as that of the publi-
shed article

For the Gold Road

The academic or scientific validation of a document does 
not depend on its means of distribution. There are nume-
rous Open Access journals which are peer reviewed.  They 
may furthermore have an impact factor (IF).

The criteria which determine the quality of an Open Ac-
cess publication are thus the same as for other publica-
tions.

BY CONTRAST, the hybrid model IS NOT Open Access : 
the publisher sells the journal by subscription and in 
addition makes authors pay if they wish to place their 
articles on Open Acces

OPEN ACCESS, YOU SAID ?

Every publication arising from research funded by public 
money should be freely accessible to every citizen. And 
yet in twenty years the average cost of a research journal 
has tripled.

The result: institutions no longer have the means to pay.

AN IMBALANCE HAS BEEN CREATED

The academic and scientific research community does by 
far the majority of the work, and very often for no fee. It pro-
duces the ideas, carries out the research, finds and writes 
the articles, as well as correcting and validating them 
(peer review), before passing them onto the publisher. The 
latter publishes them, before selling them… back to the  
research community !

AT THE ULG: GREEN FIRST !

In terms of Open Access, the ULg’s priority is clearly 
in favor of the Green Road, in other words depositing  
publications on the institutional repository, ORBi, after 
they have been accepted/published via traditional publi-
shing pathways.

ORBi, which is both the institutional Open Repository 
and Bibliography, brings together and makes freely ac-
cessible the University of Liege’s research output.

THE ADVANTAGES FOR THE RESEARCHER

 › Markedly increased visibilit
Free and immediate access = more potential readers
→ 1 hour after being deposited on ORBi, the publication is re-
ferenced on Google.
→ And a short time later on Google Scholar, Primo Central, 
BASE, OAIster, Isidore, OpenAIRE, etc.
It also appears in the results of searches carried out on the 
ULg Library website.

lib.ulg.ac.be

 › Greater impact

 › Autonomous management of the dissemination of 
each document

 › A permanent safeguard guarantee of all your research 
output, past and present, on a single portal, perma-
nently available on the web

 › Easier management of publications lists 
 › Tools which allow publication lists to be integrated 

into web pages
 › Automatic recovery of bibliometric indicators

ORBi ALSO MEANS

 › Thousands of downloads each day !
 › A constant evolution in the number of references being 

deposited and above all of integral texts: 2/3 of the refe-
rences on ORBi are accompanied by the integral text... 
of which over half are in Open Access !

orbi.ulg.ac.be/stats

The publications deposited on ORBi are 
cited twice as much as those which are not


